 University of North Texas--Department of Political Science
International Law: Peace & Justice-PSCI 4820 & 5820-Summer 2013
Professor: Drs. Jim Meernik & Kimi Lynn King 

office: Meernik 139 Wooten Hall; King 148 Wooten Hall

phone: Meernik 565-2276; King 565-4984; Poli Sci Office 565-2276

e-mail: Meernik meernik@unt.edu; King kking@unt.edu
Readings: Readings have been placed on reserve at the library. You should begin reading now so you are prepared for the trip.

To understand the background to the wars in the former Yugoslavia and the wars: 

Sudetic, Chuck. 1998. Blood and Vengeance. New York: W.W. Norton & Co.
On the ICTY and international law, please read:

Neuffer, Elizabeth. 2001. The Key to My Neighbor’s House, New York:  Picador Press. 
Ratner, Steven, Jason Abrams and James Bischoff. 2009, 3rd ed. Accountability for Human Rights Atrocities in International Law, New York: Oxford University Press.
Shane Darcy and Joseph Powderly (eds.). 2010 Judicial Creativity at the International Criminal Tribunals. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
For ideas about independent research projects: 

Mendeloff, David (2004) Truth-seeking, Truth-Telling, and Postconflict Peacebuilding: Curb the Enthusiasm? International Studies Review 6(3): 355–380.

Akhavan, Payam. 2009.  “Are International Criminal Tribunals a Disincentive to Peace?: Reconciling Judicial Romanticism with Political Realism.” Human Rights Quarterly 31(3):624-654

King, Kimi and James Meernik. 2011.  “A Distant Court: Assessing the Impact of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia” (with Prof. Kimi King, University of North Texas) in The Legacy of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, edited by Göran Sluiter, Bert Swart, and Alexander Zahar. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Meernik, James and Kimi King. 2003. “The Determinants of ICTY Sentencing: An Empirical and Doctrinal Analysis”.  Leiden Journal of International Law 16(4):717-750.

Meernik, James, Kimi King and Geoff Dancy. 2005. “Judicial Decision Making and International Tribunals: Assessing the Impact of Individual, National and International Factors”. Social Science Quarterly 86:683-703..

Course Objectives and Goals:  This course introduces students to the direct observation and participation in research about international law, peace, and justice. Students observe first-hand the development and application of international legal principles regarding genocide, humanitarian law, and international criminal law. Students attend court proceedings at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Court (ICC) located at The Hague, Netherlands and will conduct independent research based on their observations and interviews.   Students meet judges, legal advisors, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and other ICTY staff associated with the prosecution of war crimes in Bosnia and Kosovo. Students develop and conduct independent research projects regarding the ICTY and ICC through interviews with officials and resources only available at The Hague.  

This course is a unique opportunity for students to witness history in the making and meet with world-renowned personnel and other officials responsible for implementing the United Nations mandate of promoting peace and justice in the former Yugoslavia and other conflicts around the world.  The landmark work of the ICTY in prosecuting people like Slobodan Milosevic (former President of Yugoslavia), Radislav Krstic (military commander at Srebenica), and Biljana Plavsic (president and co-president of Bosnia & Herzegovina, & member of Republika Srpska) will affect the development of international law and world politics for generations to come.  The ICC has now completed its first trial and others are underway. The chance to witness these proceedings up close and develop research projects on the ICTY and ICC in consultation with Tribunal officials is a once in a lifetime opportunity that has not been available since the Nuremberg Tribunal following World War II.   

Course Goals:  By the end of this course you should be able to understand and discuss:

-how individuals are brought to justice for violations of international humanitarian law 

-how justice is rendered by the ICTY and ICC to victims of wars

-how the ICTY and ICC seek to deter future violations of international humanitarian law

-how the ICTY and ICC contribute to the restoration of peace by promoting reconciliation and deterrence
-how the specific articles under the ICTY and ICC statutes apply to accused war criminals

-how the pre-trial, trial, and appellate process works at the ICTY and ICC
-how the institutional structures of the ICTY and ICC promote international justice

-how the ICTY and ICC work in conjunction with other countries regarding violations of international humanitarian law

-the past and current socio-political climate of the ICTY and ICC
-the legal concepts utilized by the ICTY and ICC
-the recent trends in prosecution an defense of persons accused of the violation of international humanitarian law

-the legal underpinnings and parameters of jurisprudence at the ICTY and ICC
-decisional process of judges, prosecutors, defense counsel, and registry officials at the ICTY and ICC
You should also be able to:

-conduct trial observation 

-conduct independent research on international humanitarian law

-present information about the ICTY and ICC and their promotion of human rights

-understand and argue principles of international law

-articulate policy arguments regarding the issues faced by the ICTY and ICC
-prepare an independent research paper on the work of the ICTY and ICC
Course Policies:  First, this is a unique opportunity, and as such you are afforded access to areas of the ICTY and ICC not traditionally afforded to the general public.  As such it is incumbent upon you to act responsibly and in a manner consistent with the fact that you are representatives from, not only UNT, but from the United States or your home country.  In the event that you do not comport with the professional behavior necessary for participating in the work at the tribunal, you will be dismissed from the program and be denied the opportunity to participate in the remainder of the proceedings.  Please note that this is in the judgment of the faculty advisors and that these determinations are above and beyond what is required by the tribunal.  Please understand that we have been granted special permission to carry out these activities, and that as such, we expect that you understand we need to encourage the tribunal to continue such programs.

Second, you are expected to abide by the policies of the ICTY and ICC listed as follows: 

-All persons entering the building are subject to security checks, similar to those normally found in airports, no one will be permitted access to the building without complying fully with the requirements of the Courts’ security officers.

-All visitors must present proper identification (passport) which will remain at the front desk for the duration of your daily visits

-All visitors must wear guest identification badges that are fully visible and must present badge information to ICTY and ICC personnel when asked.

-All visitors must remain with ICTY and ICC personnel when moving from office to office within secured locations (this includes trips to the library or to bathrooms).  You will be immediately ejected & denied re-admission if you do not follow the security procedures of the supervisory staff.

-Cameras, cell phones, audio recorders and other electronic equipment are prohibited in the Courtrooms. Security will store objects safely at the entrance for the duration of the visit.

-You will be entering an international court of law and we ask that you remain silent in the lobby area as well as in the public gallery of the courtroom at all times.

-When attending the hearings, before entering the Courtroom, another Security check will take place. No one will be permitted access to the Courtroom without complying fully with the requirements of the Tribunal’s security officers.  Each time you leave to go to the bathroom or outside areas, you will have to clear security again.

-Simultaneous interpretation of the proceedings into both English and French as well as the language of the accused or witness is provided. Headsets will be made available to visitors. You must return your headset to be re-charged each time you leave the court proceedings.

-Visitors must stand upon the court usher’s instruction and follow the security personnel’s instructions for all issues relating to courtroom demeanor (this also means that you cannot sleep during the proceedings or else you will be dismissed).

-The Presiding Judge may order the removal of a person from the public gallery in the event of any disruption or improper behavior.

-Absolutely no food or drinks will be allowed in the Public Galleries.

-Smoking is only available outside the building of the ICTY and ICC and you will have to go through security twice before re-entering. Please monitor frequent ingress and egress from the secure areas because it creates problems for the security personnel.

Third, if you are physically challenged or have unique learning needs, we make all reasonable accommodations. Any persons having needs consistent with the Office of Disability requirements here at the University of North Texas and federal guidelines governing the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) should see Dr. King immediately so we can make the appropriate accommodations.

Fourth, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating that is provided for you.  Each of you must review the University policy on the penalties for plagiarism.  Occasionally someone decides to appropriate the published work of someone else, and we will have to seek disciplinary action.   Please sign the last sheet of the syllabus when you return your information sheet.  

Fifth, this is an upper division legal course for junior, seniors, and graduate students, and we expect that you will give it the appropriate amount of time and effort required.  

Course Evaluation: Your grades will be determined by the following criteria:

Daily trial observation journal= 20%

Participation in ICTY and ICC interviews and trial observation= 30%

Research project and paper =50%

Trial observation journal:  Students should be keeping a journal of your daily observations in the trial.  We must clear security and be in the courtrooms by 9 a.m. and you will be expected to remain until 7 p.m. on most days.  So be prepared to keep track of the information that you will be witnessing. Students should keep track of the courtroom, the witnesses, and the judges for each chamber you will be viewing. We will be rotating you through different chambers as different issues arise and in accordance with the needs of the Tribunal.   In your journal you will want to keep track of the legal, policy, and political issues that the court is addressing. Pay attention to differences between the different actors and their demeanor toward the court and toward one another.  Be sure to use your journal to track, on a daily basis, the information and personnel with whom you have interactions.  Make notes to yourself in the journal about questions that you would like to raise with ICTY and ICC personnel. This journal will be reviewed by the faculty at least three times during the course of the proceedings, and you should submit it at the conclusion of the course when you turn in your final paper. You should be writing approximately one (1) paragraph of material for every 1-2 hours of observation work.  More information will be provided to you about the observation journal. For now, here are some sample questions to think about when writing in your journal (Please do not limit yourself to just these questions, but be creative in your analysis!  Remember, this journal will be a record of your observational process).  What issues were addressed by what I observed? What is my reaction to what I am observing?  What are the policy functions that each person involved in the process is carrying out?  How have the activities that I am observing relate to the operation of the tribunal?  What personnel have I interacted with during the observation procedures? What constructive criticism would I provide to the persons involved in my observation?  How has what I have observed today relate to my overall understanding of the tribunal or the work that the personnel are performing?   What are the strengths and weaknesses of personnel I am observing? How would I contribute to the office if I were a full-time employee? 

Participation in ICTY and ICC interviews and trial observation:  This is a substantial portion of your grade because it will be critical for gaining an understanding of the work of the tribunals.  We will have to move as a group through the tribunal, and one person’s failure to be on time or to behave in accordance with tribunal procedures will severely hinder the work of the remaining students and faculty.  As such, you will be required to leave the hostel every morning, Monday through Friday not later than 8:15 a.m. so that you can catch the public transportation to the tribunal and clear security by 9 a.m. We will take a lunch break at 1 p.m. daily.  Some days there will be briefing sessions held at other locations (our apartment or the Peace palace, etc.). Additionally, you will need to stay in close proximity with the faculty advisor at all times, so do not wander off without letting someone know where you are at all times).   Occasionally unique opportunities will present themselves at the tribunals, and we need to be ready to adjust accordingly (press conferences will be called, defendants will be brought in for indictment proceedings, etc.). So you will need to remain with your assigned group.  Attendance at all the sessions will be mandatory.  Anyone not abiding by these guidelines can anticipate having their final grade lowered, and depending up on the nature of your disruption, you may be dismissed from the program and the tribunal.  You are expected to read and to be prepared for interviews with tribunal personnel. You will be expected to give a list of questions to the faculty advisors in advance of interviewing the personnel.  You will also be instructed during interviews when it is time for you to ask your questions (we need to insure that the interviews proceed in an orderly manner). 

Independent Research Project:  Students will be expected to complete their research upon their return to the United States (as such, students will be given incompletes in the class until they submit their final research paper (due the first week of classes in the Fall 2013 semester.  At the end of this week any grades of “incomplete” will revert to a grade of “F”).  The paper should be 20-25 pages-double-spaced, 10-12 point font with one-inch margins (excluding references, tables, and exhibits).  Students are expected to carry out independent research, focusing on some unique aspect of the tribunal.  Students may conduct either qualitative or quantitative analyses of the ICTY and ICC, but all students will be expected to incorporate material gleaned from attending the court proceedings, interviewing the players at the tribunal (including judges, prosecutors, defense counsel, and support staff), and conducting research at the international libraries at The Hague.  Students should submit a 2 page (single-spaced summary) of their research thesis and methods not later than April 15. 

University of North Texas--Department of Political Science-Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism
The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty. Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.  In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be the failure of all fields of the exam.  Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams. Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee.  Cases of cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies Committee in the case of graduate students.  These committees, acting as agents of the department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine that the case warrants it.  In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case.  Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.

Statement of ADA Compliance
The Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the second week of classes).

(Please print)




Spring 2013
Name:





e-mail account:                      @

College Phone:  (    )




               area code     number    

Home Phone:     (    )

               area code     number    

If another student or faculty member requests your number, do I have your permission to provide this information?

College    YES     NO


Home       YES     NO

Year in school: ____________Transfer (if so, which school):______________________

Major:_________________________ Minor:________________________________

Other law related courses? (just list the general subject area and level)

Do you have medical insurance? YES

NO

If so, please list the provider and insurance account number:_____________________________

Who is your emergency contact for medical or legal authorization while we are in the Hague?

Name: ________________________________________________

Relationship to student:___________________________________

Address: ______________________________________


_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Phone number (Day):________________________


Phone number (Nights & weekends):__________________________

Do you have a living will on file?  YES 
NO

In what state is the living will filed (what is the state of your residency? ____________________

If so, who has a copy of that living will?_____________________________________

Have you ever conducted legal research?  YES / NO  

If yes, please indicate the extent of your ability.

Have you ever conducted interview research YES / NO

If yes, please indicate the extent of your ability.

Do you have access to the Web at home?  YES / NO  

Do you have access to email at home?   YES / NO

This certifies that I have read the syllabus and understand the requirements for the course, including the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism.  I agree to abide by academic honesty.  As such, I verify that all work done in this class will be my own and that I will cite or quote sources when I draw from other authors' material.  I understand that violating the policy will result in an automatic "F" for the course and referral to the Dean of Students for disciplinary proceedings. 

Furthermore, I understand that I must follow all the rules and regulations regarding the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the International Criminal Court that violation of the rules or regulations will subject me to dismissal from the Tribunal, dismissal from the program, and/or criminal arrest.  I realize that failure to follow ICTY and ICC procedures or other guidelines established by the professors will endanger the remaining students in the program.  In the event my behavior jeopardizes the remaining participants, I will be subject to both civil and criminal liability in U.S. courts. 

Signature: _________________________________________
Date:______________, 2012
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